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Drawn to North Korea's culture, Japanese internet
star looks beyond the saber-rattling To
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Japanese internet celebrity Chunhun starts her day by listening to a band me
whaose songs few other 20-something women in the nation are likely to have
on their playlists: North Korea's all-female ensemble Moranbong Band.
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A number of major Japanese firms agreed to solid pay increases on
Wednesday as part of this year's spring wage negotiations, sustaining
momentum for hikes in a nation that has for decades struggled with

low wage growth.
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Todd Silverstein: ‘Startups are challenging but Naro is
like several startups put together’

An experienced producer, Todd Silverstein finds a way to bring the aspects of

Japan that he finds most inspiring to your living room,
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For Jessica Speed's latest contributions to The Japan Times, see below:

JAPAN | CRIME & LEGAL .
Tokyo police raid women's medical university over
alleged breach of trust

The search comes amid suspicions that the university’s alumni association

paid salaries to employees who were not actually working at the institution.

BUSINESS / COMPANIES.

Nintendo announces new 'Super Mario' movie

The video game company will partner with animation studio Hlumination
again for the animated feature scheduled for an April 2026 release.
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COMMENTARY / JAPAN

What does the global power of kawaii say about us?

Kawaii is one of Japan's greatest cultural exports. But cuteness is more thai
just a fad or a commercial success story: It's part of our evolution.
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One year on, benefits of culture agency's move to
Kyoto unclear

The relocation of the Cultural Affairs Agency was decided in 2016
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Japan's game industry weathers the storm amid
layoffs worldwide

The country's studios are actually scrambling to attract and retain talent — a

state of affairs that is sy ic of the nation’s g
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Japan approves extra ¥590 billion in aid to chip
startup Rapidus

The additional funding will help Rapidus buy chipmaking equipment and also
develop advanced back-end chipmaking processes
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bposed to be a universal language, but the film business in any given

country is usually run by the locals for the locals. The one great exception is
Hollywaod, which has been making films for the world since the silent days
and is open to talent, preferably English speaking, from around the globe.
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Nintendo machine sales said safe despite switch

Nintendo Co.'s loss of Final Fantasy and Dragon Quest, two popular home video game series, will not affect

sales of its 64-bit video game machine, Nintendo President Hiroshi Yamauchi said Feb. 3 in Tokyo.
Compensation from shipowner's insurance demanded

[
the shipowner's insurance and not by the government, Home Affairs Minister Katsuhiko Shirakawa said Feb,

pensation for damage caused by a massive oil spill from a wrecked Russian tanker should be paid out of
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Domestic PC shipments climbed 33% in 1996
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